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PARLEMENT ~ A NEW GAME OF COALITIONS .

In the following papes you will find & hastily-tyved semifinal version
of the rules of parlement,. along with a samole pame. Comments and questions

~are welcome. In barticular; questions about why Ssox-and-£o did what in the

sample game may be enlirhtening. In constructing the mame, I tried to h-ve
the five plavers act rationally, but it is difficult to do that for all five
players at once. ' S o o

The rules are quib:> complicated because they must cover a multitude of

‘special =itustions which probably :rill not occur very often, such as ties.
It may help to skin same of the less imoortant varagraphs on first reading;

if you read the following daragravhs the basic ontline of the game should

~come clear: 1, 2, 5, 9, 12, 13, 16-19, 21-2h, 25 (first two sentences),

26"31’ 35, 36'&'

e may briefly summarize the game this way. Each player im the leader
of a warty in Parlement, which is the parliament of & mythical European
country. He controls the party MP's (members of -‘arlement), the varty's
blocs of voters in eiections, and the oarty finances. The game consists
of Parlementary sessions (difided into "peridds") each followed by an
election. 1In the session the party leader leads his MP's in votes on bills
that are proposed by the Governmemt and the opposition. He may be a member
of the Covernment, with its lucrative salary and other powers. (The party
also has an income based on the number of seats it holds). The way he votes
on bills is recorded by three independentl voting blocs, who vote for the
candidate with the best record in each district whemn the election is cslled.
The varty leacer controls blocs of voters, too, and he may increase their
size by the exnenditure of moneye ‘

I have tried to desien the zame so that being in the Gaverment is slightly
more desirable than not; it is much more lucrstive and has considerable power
(particularly for the Premier). On the other hand the members of the Govern-
ment must vote together, which can cause arbarassment and perhaps resignations
foom the Governmento '

Tt will probably benefit a party leader if he votes consistehtly the
way ax particulsr independ bloc -rizhes him to; othervise he may losé control
of that bloce Notige in the sample game how the Socialists and Radicals
were forced to sharethe favors of the Workers® bloc with the Monarchists.

Electoral strategy is very important. American olayers may not mmExy
even be aware that there 7S such 8 thing as electoral strategy, unless they
are familiar with the maneuverings that go &n in an European election, par-
ticularly a French one. The same tyve of maneuvering goes on here within
parties, but it is rather hidden from public viedo Generally soeaking the
game is rralistic as to the tyoe of electoral maneuvering that will work. The
election system is the single-riember district with runoff, much like what
goes on in Southern Dgmocratic primaries. (1t sms chosen Decsuse it allows
for a lot of wheeling and dealing without taking uo the time that the French
system would)s Notice in the sample gme the snarchists were evidently double-~
crossed ny either the Liberals or the Conservatives in outting up candidates;
the Monarchists would have been eliminated entirely if it hadn't been for their

good legisln~tive record

Some form of revision of these rules will be »ublished when the first

experimental game has been played.
: =~Charles VWells
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THE RULES OF PARLEMENT ( FOSTAL VERSION)

PRELIMINARIES

‘1. Parlement is a game for five players. FEach is the party leader
of one of five parties in the fifty-memhet parliament of a mythical but
typical European country. The game consists of sessions of Parlement, each
followed by an election. 'Ihe game is won by the party which manages to

Otl.”ﬂn baegnfﬂL np%i(ttvrfn ame e)ac‘g: tgl %em%e%%?tﬂa’ﬁa q;lection. T

2. The five parties are the Sociahst, Radieal, liberal, Conservative
and Monarchist parties (usually abbreviated by their first letters). The p
players are avsigned to the parties by lot and each player remains the party
leader of that party for the duration of the game. = The game structure imposes
certain restrictions on the positions the party may take on issues, with tle
result that the parties run roughly left to risht in the order given. How-
ever the player has wide leeway on exact positions and it is perfectly con-
ceivable, for example, that in a particular game the Liberal party may be
more leftist than the Radical. /Generally speaking, it will be good strategy
to take consistent positions on the issues and not to deviate too much from
the position 1n the political arena the game imposes on yay . ’

SESSIONS OF PAREEMENT

3o Each sesslon of Parlement is divided into periods; each period is
the length of time between successive issues of the Bulletin, which are
published no oftesner than ornce every two weeks. All aetions in a given
period ar: assumed to take place at the =ame time, and are reported in the
issue of the Bulletin published at the end of that period. The possible
actions players may tske include the formation and fall of Govermments; the
proposal of bills s voting on bills, and elections. The Gamesmaster may set
deadlines for receipt of zll official actions of the players which are to
take place during a given period; generally he will announce that deadline
in the issue of the Bulletin published just before that period beginss

be The first imswm pericd does not end until a Government has been
formed (paragraph 9). After that one Government stays in power until another
ore is formed, in accordance with the proce.dure in paragraph 1 » unless the
Promier resigns (paragraphs 10 and {2).

THE GOVERNMINT

5. The Govermment consists of the Premer,"the Fomign Miniéter, the
Defense Minister, and the Finance Minister. Each position is filled by a
party  leader; the same person may £11]1 more than one position éand usually

will/o

b A "proposed Government® cnsists of a list of the persons to fill o

each position in the Governmemt (no pesitions may be left vacant), which is
submitted to the Gamesmaster. The signed assent to the membership in the
proposec. Ghvernment of each person holding a position in the proposed Govemrne ¢
ment must be included in the proposal. If he wishes, a member with his assent
may specify exactly the composition of the Govermment which he is consentlng

to joing if there are differences in the specifications of different members

the proposal is VOido

Te No mehber of a proposed Government may withdraw from t.he broposed
Goverrment during that period unless all members agree to withdraw the pro-

COFYRICHD ((::) 1966 by Charles Frederick Wells
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i

posal. However, it should be noted that if the Govermment is installed the
member may mmediately resign.

8. A party leader hot in a proposed Government may endorse the proposal,
specifying the details of the proposal if he wishes. To be valid, the endorse-
ment must be received by the Gamesmaster in the same period as the proposed
Government. Such endorsement need not be sent in tho same envelope as the
proposed Government'and may be withdrawn provided that the withdrawal reached
the Camesmaster befose the deadline he sets for the end of the periadd. A
player may not simult.anecu sly endorse mare than one proposed Government.

proposed
: 9. A/Govemmmt is installed as the Goverrnment as of the beginning of
the period in which 1t is proposed if it represents a majority of ’arlement;
that is, if the number of MP's in the parties of the persébms in the proposed
Government plus the pumber in the parties endorsing it is 26 or more. Any
gtt{er propasals made’ dur.’mg that period fail ‘and the Government in power
allse

10 If a proposed Government does not r epresent a majority of Parlement
and there is already a Government the proposal fails and the incumbembt Governe
ment remaing in power. If there is no Govermment and no proposals have a
ma Jority then the Gamesmaster announces the fact, and during the following
period there is no Government and no bills may be proposed. If during this
following period no Government is formed an emergency national unity Govern-
ment is formed containing all the parties (working without salaries), ad
bills #; through 7 are proposed by the Gamesmsster to be voted on simulta-
necusly in the following period. At the same time the parties put of candi-
dates and an election is conducted in the following period (the Xmmm period
after the period in which the bills #u=T are voted on) in accordance with
paragraph

11. At the end of each period the Gamesmaster pwli he' any proposals
for Governmentd made during that period, giving the proposed me:nbers and
any endoggerse

12. The Premier has the right to dismiss ministers and install new
ones at any time without the mppmeikiem approval of Parlement. Any minister
has the right t& resign; in such a case the Govermment does not fall unless
the minister is the Premier (the only way the country can be without a
uovernz;ent other than at the beginm.ng of the game is for the Premier to
resignje

BILLS

13. One bill may be proposed in sach period of a session except the
last (in rare cases there may be two opposition bills proposed in the same
period; see paragraph 1%). The proposer may be either the Premier (a
”Govermnent proposal®) or a collection of one or more party leaders not
in the Govenrment having 15 or more votes in Parlement (an "opphsition
proposal®). If there is a Government in power at the opening of a session
the Premi.er has the right to propose a bill first; in the next period the
opposition has the right to propose one, and so on. Any proposed Governuent
(paragraph 5) may carry -ith it a bill proposal, which becomes a legal
proposal if the Goverrm nt is installed (and all other attempted proposals
fail)e Then in the next period, the opposition may make a proposal, and so
ono ° .
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e No member of the Govermment may join in an opposition $ill pro-
posal, ner=moy-he-vets=for-an-opposithon-proposal-(paragravhdes).- If the
‘Government. does not exercise its right to propose a bill in a given period
‘then no bill is proposed; and conversely if the opposition failes to propose
a bill ina period in which it has the right to, then no bill is ppoposed.
The Government may not propose bills # and 6 without the signed approval
of the Finance minister, or bill #i wi thout the approval of the Defense
minister, or bill #7 without the approval of the Foreign minister.

15, If two or moke proposals are made by parties or groups of parties
with more than 15 votes sach during a period in which the opposition has
the proposaleright then both proposals are voted on simltaneously in the
next periods No party may sizn more th'n one billl proposal, so this event
will rarely occur (only possible when the Government consists of parties with
a total of less than 20 members).

16 tvhen a bill has been legally proposed the Gamesmaster calls for
a vote on ity which takes place in the period following the proposal. Each
party leader may vote yes, or no, or abstain.® Al his M’'s vote the same
say; unless he votes no on one of #1 through 3 where there is a Y indicated
for the bill under his party (Table 1), or unle3s he votes yes when there
is an N indicated (such a vote is said to be "restrained".) In those cases
half his MP's vote the way he votes and half abstaing if he has an odd number
of MP%'s the extra one abstains. If a player fails to vote his MP's abstain.
#Add 2 Al weunlens o) Yo Goverwmesdl wat vola. s tha Preulier voly .

17. If the bill receives more yes votes than no votes, provided it
receives at leact 10 yes votes, it passes. Otherwiss it fails. A bill once
passad b - a session may not be propesed against during the session, but it
may be proposed again in subsequent Seasions.

EIECTIONS

13, s*wm 4n election is called by the Gamesmaster at the end of the
fourth veriod of a session, if it lasts thak long. He may c¢:ll an election
sarlier in accordance with paragraph 10 if there is a prolonged crisis. Tne
Premier may call an election anytime Parlement is in sesszion-

19. Then an election is called, during the perlod following the call
the players submit lists of the districts (table 2) in which thef are putting
up candidates. This period is the last period of the session; in it players
vote on any bills sutmitted during the oreceding session, but may not submit
new billse

20. If each player's party treasury has sufficicnt funds to ®wover the
costs of the cardidate-submission (see paragraphs 2% and 372 ) the listsima re
nublished in the bulletin for the end of the last period of the session.
éNaturais,]y the ®x ply crs will only put up eondidetes in the districts whers

1y have some hops of winning =~ And note that the players must moke up the
lists without knowing how the vote went on the last 0ill of the session,
unless no bill was proposed in the period in which the election was called./

21, During the period following the last period of the session ihe
vrimary election is conducted. Each district has five bloes of voters
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) RN 000 EX2 1K The Workers, Boufgeois‘, and Catholié. blocs (abbreviated W,

B and K) are known as the independent blocs; the others (Sy R, L, C and M)
a2 the "party blocs" and are partially under the contrel of . the party
leaders (paragraph 24). The independent bloce occur in cvery dirtrict;
each narty bloc occurs in )i0 of the 50 districts. The Socialist bloc is
missine in #1-19, the Rodical bloc in #11-20, the Iib-ral bloc in .#21-30,

the Corservative bloc in #31-L0; and the Morarchist bloc in ¥11-50. ‘Each
. bloc starts the fsre —ith 2070 votes in each district 4n which it amdears.

However, msach .arty bloc rains as many votes as the 9apty.leader expends
crowns in that district, and after each.election each varty bloc loses 500

"~ yotes (oararranh 28 )-

22. F¥ach carty earns a levislative record siih each indeoendent bloc

"in accoraance ~ith its votes on bills. If a varty voted for a oill ~hich
the: bloc favored, or acainst one it opoosed, the »arty earns ? noints with
thnt bloc, with the followine exceotions: (1) if thc wa~ty's vote was restrained

it earns only cne voirt, and (2) if tne oarty ®oted FOR a 0ill which the

bloc favored AM) THE BILL °ASSES the narty earns 5 points instead of 2. Note

that the lerislative record is calculated for each n»arty and each independent’
bloc revarately-

23, In the orimary electior each indevendent bloe votes for the candi-
date in each aistrict +hose party has earned the most 2oints according to
saragrach 22. If ‘nhere is a tie for "mdo-t ooints" the wote of the bloc is
£51it evenly Detween or among those candidates whose narties are involved
in the tieo : ’

, 2. Fach narty bloc in the orimary election votes for the candidate
of its narty, if therc i onej other-ise it wotes in accordance =ith the
nsrt. leader®s instructions. The votes of narty blocs may not be s»nlit.

25, If one candidate rets more than half the votes in the district,
he wins. If nots a runofi election is held between the ? leading candidates-
If a tie makes it imoossible to determine h> the "tvo leading candidates"

. are, then all the candidates involved in the tie and the leadir? cardidate

enter the runoff and the recuirement that a oarty bloc vote for its own
canvidate is relaxeds If no candidate gets 3 majority a third election

is held, condicuted as ii the second election were the orimary, and Parlement
sroceeds w.th the seat vacant until a :inner is determined.

FINANCES

26, Eack olayer has control of his oarty’s treacure. The monetary
unit is the ¢rown; no fractions of cro.ns are sede The gamesmaster keeps
the accounts of each narty and records all payments and receiots as they
haspen; 81l payments gnd receiots in a given veriod are assumed to hanpen
simultaneouslye.

27 A player may transfer money to anotiher olayer by means »f a came-
cheque, which has the form, "Pay n crowns to X, Zﬁi#neg/ (! narty

" jeader)s" The gamseracter transfers the stated sum to the account of X's
- warty as of the neriod in which he receives the gamechecues . The cheaue may



th@lyw\ b
THE RLLES OF ARLEM.NT == 5

be sent to the gamesmaster either from the nayer or the vayee, but it must
be sisned by the payer. The nayer may write "nmot a wvalid check" or other
statements to that effect aceoss the ramecheque if he wishes to avoid it
being confused with a real=world checko

28. A narty leader may pay out treasury money to local party units
at any time; such payment may be written "fay n crowns to the mth uistrict
X party /signed 1 party leader-" In the next election the X
party bloc in That dIstrict has as many additional votes (above what it
had in the nreceding election) as there were crowns paid; less 00. & If
the requirement that 50" be subtracted leads to a negative numbcr, the
narty has no votes in that district in that election. Money may be naid
to & district in +hich the sarty has no votes- :

?9. Fach oarty must nay the Gsmesmaster 507 crowns for each candidate
it nutrs up in a primary electioh -- the 50" crosns is deducted a= of the
periocd in shich the candidate is nut uo.

30, The salary of each officeholder of the Government (paragraph 5)
is 170" crowns for each neriod the office is held- A Govermment ls con-
cidered as holding office for the perind in which it takes office, and
not fer the veriod in +hich ¥xxk% it is renlaced.

31. In the first period of a new session of {‘arlement each party
treasury receives 1100 crouns (contributions) for each zeat it holds. i
ther= are vacant seats which are later filled the sarty shich later fills
it does NOT receive the 1730 crowns for that seat. '

32. If after all receipte for a period have been counted a party

treasury h's attemoted to nay more in the »eriod than it has, the otarty

iz in a state of bankruptcy. In order to mske up the difference all pay-
ments to locsl parties are rescinded. If the deficit iw still not made
up, and if the overdraft occurs in a period in which candidates are being
put #o in an election, then the gamesmaster -ithdraws as many candidates
as necessary to m ake it up; starting with the bet of ten xm districts in
hich the varty has no “»arty bloc at the start of the rame, and other than
that going in numericnl order. If the overdraft is still not made up then
all paymants are rescinded. _ .

33. The bulletin of the oeriod in which an overdraft occurs st
contain a complete accountine >f the stens taken, +ith a listing aX of all
Dayments and receipts made by the oarty durirz the veriod.

3. In the first veriod of a new session a listing of all nayments
and receipts made by eachparty since the last listing is siven, along with
the aurrent =tate of the party treasury. The gamssmaster may not divulge
the state of a party's account to any olayer (incl’zdinﬂ the playex' of that
narty) at any other time.

Af";JN)M“.hTS A"D_RLI.IZ‘-GS

35. At any time any olayer or playsrs representing at least 15 votes
may propoce any amendment to these rules. Such an amendment is adopted if
it is approved by at least 38 votes in two successive sessions of carlement,
or by unanimous vote of one session-

3. Unless overridden by an amendment the rulirgs of the pamesmaster
are final. L
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Bill number S RL C MW B K vetoable by Name of bill

1 YNNNYYNTY .
2 YYNNNYNN

3 NNNYYNDY | |

L . Y YN lefense .~ . ...

5 . Y NN Finance Income tax

6 N V7Y Finance = Salestax

7 N YY Foreign - ~ NATO anroprlations

SAMPLE GASE

First Session '
First Perdod: Socialists and Radicals form Govemment endorsed by Liberals
Soclalist Premier and Dafense Mingster, Radical Freign and Finance I'qnietersﬁ
S and R mach oay L 1700 crowns (this would not be ')uoluahed until the first
veriod of the sacond session) _ v .

8 and R propose # L e

Second Period: Vote on #h: SY RY LY CY KY passes unanimousl y
Kifd L and C propese #1.

Third Period: Vbte on #1: SA RA LN CK FY fails 29«10 with 20 abstentions
S and R prooose # and S calls an election.

Fourth leriod: Vote on #5: SY RY BN GN N fails 30-20.
T - CAND:DATE LISTS

: 154 11 LM 21 S MG RN S1L b1 Ls

' 2CM 32CHM 228 MC 325SL1’ h2 C S

3 LM 13 LM 23 S ¥ o 33 8L k3 LS

: LcM IbcM 24 SMC 34 5L by C S
LEGISLATIVE RECORDS SLM I5LM 2SM 35S LS LS
"SRLCM A C 16 C 26 R 36 R ‘46 CR

Ww 87557 7L 17 L 27T R 37 ® k7 LR
B 55997 8¢C 18 ¢ 28 R 38 R B CR
K o022k 9L 19 L 2 R 39 R 9 LR
10.C 20 C 30 R LO R 50 C R

Note that the players had to put up the candldate llsts before they knew tie

rerulte of the voting on #5.

PRIMARY ELECTION: ‘'lere the parties indicate how they vote in districts vhersm
they have no candidates and pay various amounts of momey to the districts
in attempss to swing the election. The Socialists and Radicals have 9500
crowns to spend, the Liberals 3500, the Conservatives 3500 and the ionarchists
2500, Socialistss _
Expendituress/ 1000cr each in ?1»»?)4, 5900 cr in 25

Radicals: LS00 each in L6 and L7-

Liberals: 1000 each in 1 and 11l.

Conservatives: 500 in 2

Monarchists: 1700 each in 11 and 1.
whenever they didn not have a candidate of their own, the Liberals voted for
the ConServatives, and vice versa, and both for the Socialists as second
choige, and xx the Radicals 2nd tre Saeislilstwoted for each other with the
‘Liberals and Conservatives as second choice. The Monarchists voted for the

Socialists as second choice. This situation cmld be mdlcated succinctly

t S: RthenLand C R: S thenl and G C then S
?ﬁ i‘%l%g:g S M: g? Ogncour*te amr oarty is oerfectly free to vote district
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by district and is under no obligation to have a consistent cecond choiceo

E] “CTION RESULTS: The code is best explained by using the first district
as an examnle. In thet district the Liberals won vith 9000 votes; the
letters in varentheses mean that the Radieal, liberal, Conservati\re, and
Bourgedis blocs votes for the Liberal candidate, the Liberal bloc with
3000 votes and the others with 200N (the fisures for a bloc with 2000
votes ic omitted)s The Monarchist candidate received 4N0N votes from the
i.onarchists, “orkers and Catholic blocs-

" lo  L; L9000 (RCB, L3(00), M6NOO  26. R
{ MWK ) °7- R

2- C; C8500 (RLB, C2500), M6000 8. R
(MNK) 290 R

3. L3 13070 (R.LCB), M5000 (MWK) 30 R

QL

Lo C; CBO00 (RLCB), M000 (MwK) 31, Sg S8007 (SR'W), 16000 (LBK)
5 1L; like 3 32. S; like 31

6. C 33. 83 like 31

7& L 3’40 S; 11ke 31

8. C 35. S

9. L 3%. R

10. C L 37- R

11. L; 19070 {8&CB,/%3700), M000 38. R
(WK, M3000) 3%9. R

12. C; C8omn (SLCB), MH00N (MWK) hne R

13- L; 1807M&{SLCB), M0N0 (MiWK) Ll. 18000 (LCBK), S6000 (RSW)

1. C; CBONO {SLCB), N¥7000 (WK, L2- C8000 (LCBK), S6000 (RSW)
M3N0) h3. L; like W1

15- L3 like 13 k. ©C; like L2
17, L : ur’ao R;CE8000 . (LCBK), KL0,590 (swg RR500)
18. C : ~ L7. R:1E80ND (LCBK), R10,570 (Sw, RA500)
19 L L8. €3 CB8000 (LCBK), RA000 (RSW)
20. C 49. Ly 18000 (LCBK), RAD0D (RSW)
?l. SM RUNOFF; S 6000 (BR, half .. ¥ 50. 'CG; like L8 . o
of W, eaooo), 400 (CB),
, ¥3000 (MK, half of W)
22. Si. RUNOFF; like 21
23. SK RUMOFF; like 21
2L. SM RUNOFF; like 21
25. S; 510,070 (R, half of W,
S'TOOO), C and M hke ?1

TRZ RUNODFF. In the runoff C.votes for M. M soends 507 in 22, S 507 in 2l
21, My S$6500 (R, half of W, S3500), M9700 (CMBK, half of W)

% M; 5670 (R, half of W, S3000), MP5nN0 (XX CBK, half of W, M2500)
23, My S&NNO (M SR, half of W), MO0 (CMBK, half of W)
L. M3 like 23.

4s a result, the breakdodn of seats in the second session of .arlement by
party is as folloss: Soclalists -- 6; Radicals -- 12; Liberals - 1k;
Conservatives =~ 1lli; Fgnarchists == Lo At thés point a closely cooverating
three party government of the center wou]d have a chance of eliminating the
Socialists and the Fpnarchists entirzlyo
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PIEASE NOTE
Additional copies of these rules are available at 25¢ each.

This game is still in an experimental stage. All commenis, criticisms
and suggestions -- and reports on games played -- are welcome; send
them to

Charles Wells

3021 Washington Blvd.

Cleveland, Ohio L4118

Revisions and corrections will be published from time to time. This
copy is printed on 3-ring paper 8o that the rules may be kept in a
looseleaf binder and the revisions inserted as they are received. You
may obtain a subscription to the revisions and corrections by sending
25¢ to the address above.

Copies of tho two forms, the “Legislative Record" (pe 16) and the
*glection Form" (p. 21), may obtained for a penny apiece from the
address above. Minimum orders one dollar., Please allow three
weeks for delivery. Suggestions for the improvement of these forms
are welcome,




PARLEMENT
DESCRIPTION OF THE GAME

This description is a summary of the rules of Parlement, which
begin on page 3. In this description the effects of the major rules
are described (so you will find it helpful to reread this after you
read the rules), but many minor points are omitted.

‘Parlement is a game for seven players. Each player is the Party
Leader of one of seven parties in the fifty-member Parlement of a
mythical but typical European country. The game consists of sessions
of Parlement followed by Elections. The game is won by the party which
obtains a majority of the seats in Parlement after an election.

The game consists not of teams but of individuals who form free
coalitions, Each move is written out by the players after a period
of negotiation; the moves are exposed all at once, so that in effect
the players are moving simultaneously rather: than in turn. During
the negotiations the players may say anything to each other they wish,
secretly or publicly, but they are not bound by anything they say. The
point is for some players to form coalitions to try to do harm to other
players, while jockeying for position within the coalition (and occa-
sionally double-crossing the coalition after having made secrel deals
with its opponents). The game thus mimics real life. Players who have
scruples about lying will not do well unless they are VERY skillful.

The basic mechanism of the game is this: each Party has one or
more factions who vote as a unit on bills (see below and 1l.L). The
votes on legislation during a sessionare recorded as the Legislative
Record of that faction, The fifty voting districts of the country
have five voting blocs distributed throughout them; these blocs take
a stand on each item of legislation (Tables 3,6 page 11). During the
election a candidate of a faction gets the bulk of the bloc's votes
if he has the best lLegislative Record in the eyes of that bloc. He
gets some votes from other sources, too, but this is the most import-
ant. This is described in more detail below and in sections 6 and 8.

The game begins in the first year of the first session of Par=-
lement. A Government is formed by one or more of the parties (sec-
tion 3). It then proposes a Budget and other bills to be voted on
during the first year (section L). When that i8 done, it proposes
a Budget and bills for the second year; this continuss until an
election is held. The Government stays in power only as long as it
can get its legislation passed: defeat on a bill removes it from
office (3.7, 5.8). Advantages of being in the Government: it is
remunerative (see the next paragraph) and it gives a player some con-
trol over proposed legislation (next following paragraph), Disad-
vantages: the necessity of passing Government bills means that occa-
sionally a party will be forced to vote for a bill it opposes.

A party receives an income in'proportion to the number of
seats it hold$ and additional income from Cabinet offices and from
being a bloc's favorite. Money may exchange hands in the form of

Copyright (C) 1968 by Charles Frederick Wells
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bribes, too. A fairly stiff sum is required for putting up a candidate
in an election (this keeps the parties from putting up candidates in
every district), and money can buy votes in elections. See section 7
and paragraph 8.17 for details.

The Government proposes all legislation; non-Government parties
have no rights in this respect. The legislation must be approved by
the Premier and by certain other Cabinet of ficers (L.2). It is natu-
rally greatly to the advantage of a party who has strength with two
blocs not to be forced to vote on legislation which one of the blocs
favors and the other -opposes, .There are two ways out of this diffi-
culty: (i) concentrate on voting the wishes of just one bloc and try
to gain control of it in accordance with 8.15, or (ii) join the Govern-
ment and try to exercise control over the legislation. The second is
preferable in more circumstances than the first is, since gaining control
of a bloc can usually help you to win elections in only one region.

The fifty voting districts are divided into five regions; a
faction (mentioned above) is just the collection of all members of
Parlement from a given party in a given region. The different
distribution of blocs in the different regions temptsa Party Leader
to have his factions vote in different ways on bills; the balance
of power rule (6.2), which gives a bonus point on the lLegislative
record (under some circumstances) to a party if its vote was large
enough to "make a difference" in the vote on a bill, temptis the
Party Leader to keep his factions voting together.

The parties put up candidates in the first phase of an election.
The candidate of a party rung .on the legislative record of the faction
of that region, if there is one (but see 8.8 through 8.12). A bloc
glves the bulk of its votes (8.1L) to the faction with the best legis-
lative record. A candidate can also get votes by expending money, by
being an incumbent, and by being a Cabinet Officer, but the bloc is
the source of most of the votes. (See 8.16 and 8.17). A party solidly
in control of a bloc (8.15) can influence the bloc's votes in dis-
tricts other than where it has candidates. This rule will usually
have only a negative effect in that other parties act to stop a
party from gaining this control.

A slightly simplified version of the classical French system
is used in the elections (it allowe for the most politickingl). On
the first ballot, you win if you get an absolute majority; if no one
does, a period is allowed in which candidates may withdraw, then a
second election is held in which only a plurality is sufficient to
win. Electoral strategy in this game is very important. If a can-
didate in a district cannot win his withdrawal may still make a dif-
ference in who does win; such a situation should be milked for maxi-
mum leverage. Electora)l strategy is also very difficult, because
(1) you want to get rid of parties whose bloc strength is similar
" to yours, while keeping the opposition divided if possible, but (2)

. you must cooperate with "nearby" parties to avoid suicidal competi-
tion in elections, I '



THE RULES FOR PARLEMENT

1. THE PARTIES AND MEMBERS OF PARLEMENT

1.1 Parlement has 50 members, elected from the 50 districts
shown in Table 7, which can be regarded as a schematic map of the
country. The districts are distributed among five regions, each with
its special arrangement of voting blocs (Table L)

1.2 The members are in seven parties, the Communist, Socialist,
Radical, Center, Conservative, Monarchist and MNationalist parties in
rough order of political stand from left to righte The Communists and
Nationalists are called the "extremist! parties; the others are the
"moderate® parties.

1.3 At the beginning of the game each extremist party has 10
menbers and each moderate party has 6. The districts the various
parties hold at the beginning are indicated in Table 6.

1.4 A1l the members of a party from a particular region fom
a "faction" of that party. The Party Leader may instruct different
factions of his party to vote in different ways on bills and other
matters before Parlement. He may NOT instruct different members of
the same faction to vote in different ways (this rule serves to reduce
the bookkeeping necessary to run the game, and ambitious players may
omit it). It will be noticed (Table 5) that at the beginning of the
game each party except the Conservatives has two factionse.

1.5 Each player is assigned a Party by lot at the beginning
of the game. The player remains Party Leader of that Party for the
duration of the game.

1.6 The Party Leader has control over how the members of
Parlement of his party vote on bills (section §) and over the manner
in which they take part in Goverrments (section 3). He controls the
finances of his party (section 7) and decides when and where his party
should put up candidates in elections (section 8)e

1.7 Under some circumstances, some members of Parlement may
be independent, as, for example, in1.8 and 8.7. Each such member
is always associated with some bloc.

1.8 A Party leader may at any time expel any faction from his
Party (this has advantages under 7.4 and 8.9 ). - The expelled members
become independents associated with the bloc that has given them the
most legislative points (see section 6). If more than one bloc ties
in this respect, the expelled Members associate with the bloc that has
the most votes in that region. If there is a tie also in this respect,
alphabetical order is used. : '
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2. THE MOVES '

2.1 Each session of Parlement is divided into years, which are
subdivided into periods. Each election is also divided into periods.

: 2.2 During each period, each player may consult with and
negotiate with any other players. The rules do not bind a player to
abide by the promises made during these negotiations, and he is not
required to show other players his moves before he hands them in.

2,3 1In the first period of a year, the Government puts forth
its program. In the second period, the Budget is voted on, and in
succeeding periods the Government's bills are voted on one at a time,
subject to interruptions according to 5.7 and 5.8.

2.4 Each election consists of four periods. The first period
is also the last period of the preceding session of Parlement; in this
period the Parties put up their candidates., Votes are cast in the
second period, candidates are withdrawn in the third, and votes for the
runoff are cast in the fourth. The period after the fourth period is
the first period of the new session. See Section 8 for details.

2.5 All moves for a given period are written out by the player
during the period and are opened at the end of the .period and reported to
the players. The moves are therefore effectively simultaneous. ‘

3. THE GOVERNMENT

3.1 The Government consists of the Premier and seven other Cabi-
net of ficers listed in Table 1,

3,2 The first order of business of the first session of Par-
lement is the formation of a Government. Also, any time a Government
falls (3.7) another one must be formed before the game can proceed,
unless an election intervenes in accordance with 8.3.

3.3 This is how a Govermnment is formed: A Proposed Government
is drawn up, listing by district which members of Parlement is to hold
each Cabinet Office, and listing any factions endorsing the proposed
Government which are not represented among its Cabinet Officers. Then
if the factions represented in and endorsing the Proposed Goverment
have among them a majority (26) of Parlement, the Proposed Government
becomes the Govermment and the game proceeds.

3.4 In a proposed Government, each Cabinet Office must be
filled by a member of Parlement, but one member may hold more than one
office, o

3.5 No faction may enter or.endorse different Proposed Govern=-
ments at the same time; but different factions of the same party may do so.
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3.6 Indeperdent members &f Parlement do not join Governments,
but if all the factions in the Proposed Government are "acceptable" to
the bloc an independent member belongs to, he endorses it. (See B8.7).

3.7 If the Premier resigns, or if a Government bill is defeated |
after being voted on twice (see 5.8 ), the Govermment falls. The game |
cannot proceed until a new Government is formed. |

348 The Premier may rearrange the Cabinet and replace resign- |

ing members without the formal consent of the otler parties in the
Government (except those involved in the reshuffling)e.
|
|
|

4. THE GOVERNMENT PROGRAM

L.l When a new Government takes office, it must propose a
Program for the first year of its office (unless the preceding Govern=-
ment did not complete the voting on its Program - see 5.8 )o The
Program consists of a Budget and (if desired) bills for Parlement to

vote oOne \

L.2 The Program must be signed by the Premier and by all
relevant Cabinet Ministers: if any Bill is proposed which is "con-
trolled by" a certain Ministry, then that Minister must sign the
programe In addition, a low Defense, Welfare or Education budget
item must be approved by the Defense, Welfare or Education Minister

respectivelye

|
|
l
L.3 The Budget consists of a H (high) or L(low) lis ting for
each of the four items in Table 3. - ‘

|

Lli The Government Program must specify not only all bills to
be voted on, but the order in which they are to be voted one This
order may not later be changed, and no bills may be added or subtracted

during the yeare.

Le5 If a Government falls before the voting on its Program
is completed, the incoming Government need not follow the f ormer
Government's Program unless it has the same factional makeup as the
former Government (that is, each Ministry is held by a member of the
same faction as previously). However, if the preceding Government
was unsuccessful in getting its Budget passed, the new Government,
must propose a Budget for that year, and if the preceding Government
was successful in passing its Budget, the new Government may KOT
g{;gose a Budget for that year, although it may propose additional

Se :

5. V(CrING ON BILIS

5.1 After the Government has proposed its program, the Budget
is voted on, and then each bill is voted on in the order specified.



S.2 1In voting on a Bill, each Party leader indicates in
writing how each faction of his Party votes (Yes, No, Abstain), and

then places his ballot in a central place. After all Party leaders
have voted, the ballots are counted.

, 5.3 To vote on tte Budget, the Party lLeader indicates how
each of his factions votes on each item, and the game proceeds as for
a Bill. The items of the Budget may not be voted on one at a time.

S.4i The Party Leader may not split the vote of a faction;
all members of a faction vote together.

5.5 An independent member of Parlement votes in accordance
with his bloc, as g ecified in Table 3.

5.6 A bill or budget item passes when it receives more Yes
 votes than No votes, provided that the total mumber of Yes and No
votes is at least 25. ‘

5.7 If one or more items of the Budget are defeated, the
Government must resubmit the entire Budget, changing it if it wid es.
The game cannot proceed until the Budget has passed in its entirety.

5.8 If a Government Bill is defeated, the Government must
resubmit the Bill immediately. I it is again defeated, the Government
falls. The Government may, of course, resign upon the first defeat,
in which case the Bill need not be resubmitted.

5.9 A bill which has passed may not be submitted again until
an election has intervened.

6. THE IEGISIATIVE RECORD

6.1 The legislative votes of each faction builds a record with
each of the blocs in its region. Each "right" vote on a bill or a Budget
item (Table 3) earns the faction one point with that bloc. If there is
an exclamation point beside the Y or N an additional point is earned.

6.2 In addition to the points earned according to 6.1, a fac-
tion earns a bonus point if it voted "yes™ on a bill (this seciion does
not apply to budget items) the bloc favored, if the bill passed, AND if
the party the faction was part of was a balance of power on the vote;
that is, if the bill would not have passed had all the factions of that
party which voted for the bill had abstained instead. ,

6.3 Factions which abstain receive no points from any bloc.

6.1 Indepenient'members of Parlzmént build up a legislative record
-in the same way as factions, Each one is treated as a separate party.
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6.5 The legislative record is cumulative throughout a session
of Parlement. However, immediately after each election, the number of
each faction's points is divided by the number of years (a fraction of
a year is counted as one) the preceding session lasted; the quotient
obtained, with remainders ignored, constitutes that faction's legis-
lative record at the beginning of that year. :

6.6 Each party's legislative record at the beginning of the
game is given by Table 2.

6.7 If a Budget for a particular year, or a bill, is voted on
more than once, the legislative record is calculated on the basis of
the last time it is voted on; all previous times are ignored.

7. FINANCES

7¢1 Each Party has a treasury, controlled by the Part
The unit of currency is the crown. ¥ ¥ Leader.

T2 The Party of a Minister of Government receives 1000 crowns
at the beginning of each year the Minister is in office.

Te3 At the beginning of the game, and immediately before each

election, each Party receives 2000 crowns for each seat in Parlement
it holds. :

T4 If every faction of a Party has at least as many legis-
‘lative points as any faction of any other party with some bloc (and
that Party is the only one in that situation with that bloc), that
Party received 5000 crowns immediately before each election.

7.5 The Party Treasury loses 1000 crowns for each candidate it
puts up in an election. In addition, the Party may expend addtional
money on that candidate to gain him additional votes in accordance with
%.lTbelowe Such money, once expended, cannot be recovered.

7.6 Independent candidates accumulate money in accordance with
7.3 and 7.} above, but not by 7.2 (because by 3.6 they never hold office).
The expenditures of an independent candidate are controlled by 8.17 »

8. ELECTIONS

- 8.1 The Premier may call an election at any time. when he does
the voting on Government bills proceeds to completion, with the last

bill being voted on simultaneously with the first period of the election.

(If the Premier calls the election in the period in which the last

bill of the year is being voted on, the Budget for the next year must

be proposed and passed before the election can be held)s Calling an

election is a move of the game and is written out and put in with the

other moves.



8.2 An election must be held when Parlement has been in ses-
sion for five years since the last election (or the beginning of the
game)e In this case, the first period of the election is the
period in which the last bill of the fifth year is voted on.

8.3 An election must be held immediately after the fall of the
second Government in a given year.

8.4 In the first period of the election, the Party leaders put

up candidates in the various districts. The Party Leader must pay

1000 crowns into the central bank for each candidate he puts up. The
list of candidates to be put up are written out and exposed simul-
taneously, like any other move, and, like any other move, one Party's
list may not be made conditional on another'!s. If the list is not
accompanied by sufficient payment, candidates are withdrawn, nonin-
cumbents in numerical order by district number, then incumbents in
numerical order, until the payment that was made is sufficient.

8.5 Parties may put up candidates earlier than specified in
8.4 (even before the election is called), but not later. Once a
candidacy hgs been announced, it may not be withdrawn.

8.5 All independent members of the preceding session of Parle-
ment stand for re-election as incumbents, paying out 1000 crowns just
as any other candidate. Once an independent member has been defeated,
he does not stand for election againe.

8.7 If after candidates have been put up it appears that no
Party has put up a candidate (in a given district) who has better than
a 25% voting record with some bloc (this is calculated by dividing the
number of bills voted on, with each Budget counted as L bills, into
the legislative record of the Party with that bloc), then an independent
candidate supported for that bloc files for election. Such a candidate
is not an incumbent and has no funds other than those with which to pay
his 1000 crown filing fee.

8.8 A candidate of a Party in a region whare that Party has
no legislative record because it has no incumbents in that region runs
on the legislative record of whatever other faction of the party the
Party Leader designates. That faction must have at least one fifth of
the members of the Party in it, and the Leader must designate the same
legislative record for all the candidates in a given region.

8.9 1If a Party leader wishes to expel a faction and run candi-
dates in that faction's region under the legislative record of another
of his factions in accordance with 8,8., the faction must be expelled
before the first period of the election. .

8.10 Expelled members are independents in the meaning of 8.65
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8,11 If a Party refuses to put up one af its incumbent members

for reelection, that incumbent leaves the party and runs on his own, on
the legilative record he otherwise would have had., If elected, he sits
in Parlement as an independent, voting with the bloc it is associated
with in accordance with 1.8. Note that such incumbent members receive
the incumbent vote of 8.1%..

8.12 A Party may not use 8.11 to circumvent the requirement of
8.9 . that a faction must be expelled before the election starts if the
Leader wishes to run under another legislative record in that region.

8¢13 In the second period of the election, the voting is done.
Orders written by players include the expenditure of money in various
districts, and orders to certain blocs concerning who to vote for (see
d'-‘-( )o

8.1y Each bloc casts half its vote, plus an additional 10
percent for each point lead the Party has, for the candidate with the
most legislative points for that bloc in that district. The rest
of the votes go to the second best qualified candidate if he has more
that a 25% voting record as defined in 8.7y otherwise they also go
to the leading candidate. If there is a tie for first place the
votes are split everly among the tiers. If there is a tie for second
place, any votes due the second place candidate are also split evenly
among the tiers. This rule may be superseded by 8.15 ‘

8.15 If every faction of a party has 5 or more points more
than any faction of any other party with a bloc, then the Party
leader of that party can override 8.1/ and instruct the voters of
that bloc to vote for anyone; EXCEPT that (a) they will not vote for
candidates with a voting record poorer than 25%, and (b) the Party
leader does not have this power in regions where he has no factions.
For the purposes of this paragraph, the legislative records of
independents are ignored except in the district where they are run-
ning (where such a Party Leader cannot take away their vote if their
legislative record is within five points of his lowest faction).

8.16 An incumbent candidate receives 1000 votes in addition
to votes hs would receive under any other rule. He receives 2000 if

he is.also a member of the Cabinet (but if he holds more than one post
he still only receives 2000),

B8.17 In addition to the votes received in accordance with
8.1Ly8.15, aid 8.16, a Party Leader may expend money in a district to
help a specified candidate (it nsed not be of his party). Votes are
gained at the rate of one crown per vote, No more than 1000 votes may
be gained by a candidate in this manner, Money once expended cannot be
recovered, even if (because more than 1000 crowns was spent, presumably
because of lack of communication among the candidates supporters) it
was wasted. An independent automatically spends all the funds he has

to gain votes for himself. o
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: 8,18 In the second period, a candidate who receives more than
half the votes in his district wins the seat., If no candidate wins in
a district, a runoff must be held there.

8.19 In the third period, candidates in districts where runoffs
are to be held may be withdrawn. The 1000 crown filing fee (8.L) is
not saved by doing this. New candidates may not be entered.

8.20 ‘In the fourth period the runoff elections are héld in those
districts where no candidate was elected in the second period. Voting
is done in precisely the way detailed in the sections above.

8.21 Votes gained by the expenditure of money in the second
period remain with the candidate in the fourth period. New money may
be expended on the candidate in the fourth period, but the candidate
may not receive more than 1000 votes this way, counting the money
expended in BOTH periods.

8.22 In the vunoff, a candidate wins if he has more votes than
any other candidate.

8,23 1If there is a tie for the winner of the runoff, the candidate
first in alphabetical order is declared the winner in odd-numbered dis-
tricts, and the candidate last in alphabetical order wins in even-numbezed
districts. Party name is used to determine alphabetical order. Leaders
may call their parties anything they wish, but for the purposes of this
rule the names given in these rules must be used.
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TABIE 1 THE GOVERNMENT TABIE 2 IEGISLATIVE RECORD AT
BEGINNING OF GAME

Office Controls bills

"~ Party W I B K P
Premier all , '
Foreign 1,2,5,6 Com L L 0o o0 O
Finance L,5,9,10 Soc L 4L 2 o0 O
Justice 3,7,8 Rad 2 L4 L 2 o0
Defense 1,3 Ctr o 2 L4 L o
Agriculture L,6 Con o 0 2 L4 &
Education 9 Mon O 0 2 L L
Welfare 10 , Nat o 0 0 L4 L
TABIE 3 BILLS Col A: number of bill

Col B: controlled by

A B W I B K P
1 Def, For Y! Y N N N
2 For Y Y! N N! N
3 Jus, Def ¥ Y! Y N N
L Agr, Fin Y Y! Y! N NI
5 ForyFin N Y Y Y N
6 For, Agr Y N N N X
7 Jus N N Y YU Y
8 Jus N!' N Y Y X
9 Fin, Edu N N! N Y! ¥
10Wel, Fin N! N N Y 1!
TABIE 4 DISTRIBUTION OF BILOCS TABIE 5 DISTRIBUTION OF SEATS AT

BEGINNING OF GAME BY REGION
Bloc Cap Eas Wes Nor Sou
Prty Cap Eas Wes Nor Sou Tot
Wor 5000 2000 2000 1000 2000

Int 3000 1500 1500 1000 1500 Con 6 L 10
Bour 1000 2000 5000 1000 2000 Soc L 2 6
Cath 1000 2000 1000 7000 2000 Rad 2 L 6
Peas 0 3000 3000 3000 6000 Ctr L 2 6
Con 6 6
Mon 2 L 6
Nat L 6 10

TABIE 6 THE BUDGET

Item W I B K P
Def L L H H H
Wel H H L H L
Edu H H H L L
Pubdlor H H L L H
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THE DISTRICTS, WITH INCUMBENT PARTIES AT BEGINNING OF GAME TABIE 7

N1 Center

N2 Center

N3 Monarchist

NORTHERN

Ny Monarchist

NS Conservative

N6 Conservative

N7 Conservative

N8 Conservative

N9 Conservative

N10 Conservativej

C1 Communist

c2 Communist

C3 Communist

cAPl\'AL

clh Communist

C5 Communist

2 Communist

07 Socialist

C8 Socialist

Cc9 Socialist

C10 Socialist

SOUTHERN

Wl Center W2 Center El Communist E2 Communist | E3 Communist
W3 Center WL Center EL4 Communist E5 Socialist E6 Socialist
WESTERN EASTERN
W5 Radical W6 Radical E7 Radical E8 Radical E9 Nationalist
W7 Radical W8 Radical E10 Nationalisp El1l Nationalis4 E12 Nationalist
e
S1 Nationalist| S2 Nationalist {S3 Nationalist By Nationalist |[S5 Nationalist

S6 Nationalist

57 Monarchist

S8 Monarchist

S9 Monarchist

S10 Monarchist

Iy
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EXAMPLES
At the beginning of the game , the following Government is formed:
Premier Soc ES Defense Soc B
Foreign . Ctr N1 Agriculture Rad E8
Finance Mon S6 Education Ctr w1
Justice Rad. E7 Welfare Mon S7

This Government is endorsed by the Conservatives and by the other factions
of the parties represented in it (i.e., Soc-Cap, Rad-;!es, Mon-Nor), giving
a total of 30 supporterse.

Note the large number of Cabinet members from the Eastern region,
which is the most volatile and in which the 1000 vote advantage a Cabinet
member has will presumably do the most goods Also note that the Radical
party controls the Justice ministry, which controls Bills 7 and 8§, two
of the four bills that could cause the Rpdicals the most embarassment
(since they force them to choose between the Intelligentsia and the Bour=
geoisie)e In forming a Cabinet this is the sort of thing that must be
bargained overs Presumably there will be money changing hands tooe

The Government program for the first year, which the Government
mst put forth in the first period (L.l), is as follows:

BUDGET: Defense H, Welfare H, Education H, Publks L.

BILL #5

Bill #8
Bill #5 must be approved by the Socialists (which is pro forma since they
have the premiership) and the Monarchists (see Table 3), and #3 must be
approved by the Radicals. Presumably the Radicals insisted on #B instead
of #1 because they intend to move leftward and wish th reap the benefits
of the exclamation point besides the Socialists! "No" in Table 3 (see 6.1).
They may have asked for other compensation for approval of #8, as may the
Monarchists for approval of #5e

In the second period, the Budget is voted on. The vote is as
followss

Faction Def "Wel Edu P.W. ' Faction Def Wel Edu P.W.

Com-Cap L H BH H Ctr-Nor H H L L
Com-Eas L H H H Cons H H L L
Soc=Cap L H H H Mon=-Nor H H L L
Soc-Eas H H H L Mon=-Sou H L L H
Rad-Eas L H H L Nat-Eas H L H L
Rad-Wes H L H L Nat-Sou H L L H
Ctr-Wes H L H L

The results are: Def H-3L, 1-16 Wel H-28, I-22 Edu H-30, L=20
and P.W. H-24y 1~-26, The Government's Budget therefore passes, If it had
not, the Government would have been forced to resubmit it, perhaps with
changes, again and again until it did passed.

In the third and the fourth periods s Bills 5 and 8 are voted
on, and in the third period the Premier calls an election. Note that by
8.1 if he had called the election in the fourth period, a Budget for the
second year would have had to be proposed and adopted before the election
could proceed.
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The results of the voting on the two bills is summarized below:

Faction S 8 Faction 5 8 Faction 5 8
Com-Cap N N Rad-Wes Y Y Mon-Nor Y Y
Com=Eas Y N Ctr-Wes Y Y Mon-Sou N Y
Soc=Cap N N Ctr-Nor Y Y Nat-Eas Y X
Soc=Eas N N Con-Nor Y Y Nat=Sou N Y
Rad-Eas’ Y N

Both bills pass, 28-22 and 32-18 respectively. On #5, any party
(not faction) which gave 6 or more votes for the bill gets a bonus point
under 6.2. This bonus is given to each faction which voted for the bill,
and is given by each bloc favoring the bill (in this case, the Intelli-
gentsia, the Bourgeoisie, and the Catholics). For example, both Radical
factions are given 2 points by the Intelligentsia, but the North faction
of the Monarchists gets only 1 point because the South faction voted noj
in other words, the Monarchists gave the bill only L votes, not a balance
of power. Thus 6.2 provides an inducement for the various factions of a
party to vote together.

Included in this booklet are copies of the legislative Record
sheets for each bloc for this first session of Parlement. Note that each
square is divided by a diagonal; in the upper corner one puts how the
faction voted; in the lower corner. the number of points it received from
that faction. (But the row of blctks just underneath the word "Budget"
is done differently: there the upper corner has the government proposal
and the lower corner the bloc stand.) The points are totaled down the right
side of the sheet., In the totals, a star indicates that the total is below
the 25% mark mentioned in 8.7 and elsewhere (there were six bills, counting
the budget as four, so O or 1 points is less than 25%); thus the Southern
Monarchists will never under any circumstances receive the votes of the
Intelligentsia.

In this example most of the factions voted strictly with the major
bloc of their region, except of course the Eastern factions (the East has
no major blec). In the East, the faction generally votes with one of the
blocs that it is already strong with. (But note the Nat-Eas vote on
Education).

It is instructive to consider some of the chances the Gogernment
took. For example, on #5, the Socialists and one of the Monarchists'
factions voted against the bill, even though these parties were in the
Government, This was logical considering the blocs involved, but the
Government took a chance on the bill failing; indeed, the bill needed
the Nat-Eas votes to pass. (An argument could be made for the Nat-Eas
voting ™no" here but under most circumstances the "yes" vote is mors
logical). If the Eastern Nationalists had voted "no™ the Government
would have had to resubmit the bill and put pressure on one or more of
its constituent factions to change its vote.

Also enclosed are some sample election votes listed on the
Election Form. Note that the Form has room for four districts with
five candidates each. Districts will very rarely have more than five
candidates. The small number in the upper left corner of each block
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Also enclosed are some sample election votes listed on the Election
Form, Note that each Form has room for four districts with five candidates
each, so at most 13 forms will be necessarytoconduct an election. Actually
less will usually be necessary, since frequently districts will only have
one candidate each and since one:can of ten squeeze two districts into one
space (as when they have only two candidates apiece).

The small number in the upper left corner of a block is the number
af points assigned by the bloc to the faction; the larger number is the
number of votes that faction receives from that bloc. A star indicates
an incumbent. One would use two Stars to indicate a Cabinet Officer (who
would receive 2000 votes under "InZumb. & Cab.Off.").

One of the forms indicates four different possibilities in Dis-
trict N2. In none of them is it indicated that anyone spent money on the
candidates (except for the filing fee, see 7.5). In all four cases the ,
election is close enough that the expenditure of money could make a difference.

These elections, of course, could be either the first election
(in which case the only winner would be Nat-Eas in the first E-1 race on
page 22), or the second election. The N2 races on page 21 show what happene
if the Radical, Center, Conservative and Monarchist parties put up candidates
and then what happens if each one withdraws (the reader may calculate that
if the Center party candidate withdraws the result would be Rad - 2800,
Con - 5700, Mon - 4300, with the Monarchists not tying with the Conserva-
tives solely because of their split vote on Bill #5).

A detailed analysis of one of the district elections may be
helpful. In N2, with four candidates (top of page 21), consider the
Rad-Wes figures (note that this is a Northern region, where the Radi-
cals have no incumbents, so they chose to run on their Western record).
They get all 1000 Workers votes because they are the only party
with a better than 25% voting record; if they withdraw (as in the
second election on page 21) an Independent Workers candidate will
automatically run and collect the 1000 Workers votes., Since they
are only 2 points ahead of their nearest competitors for the Intelli-
gentsia vote, they get 700 (half plus 20%) and the Center party gets
the rest (300). Same for the Bourgeois. The Catholic vote is split
evenly between the Centrists and the Conservatives, who tie in ther
Legislative Record., Note that the Monarchists receive no Catholic
vote even though they are only one point behind. If only one of the
tying parties, say the Center party, ran, then it would get 4200
and the Monarchists would get 2800, since 4200 is 60% of 7000. As
the election stands, no one has a majority and there must be a runoff.,
Note that no expenditure of money could have won this election without
a runoff, E
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FLECTION FORM
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PLAYING THE GAME IN PERSON

A large room with plenty of corners for secretl negotiations is
a great help in playing the gams, At some central point a sheet of
pa»er for recording the composition of the Government and the votes
on bills should be kept. Players should repeatedly check this for
accuracy. It is suggested that the most experienced player be drafted
to keep it up to date.

Play money should be used for currency transactions, It is
much too complicated to try to keep a checking account system. A
central bank for the purposs of making and receiving payments under
7+2 = 7.5 should be kept on the same table as the record sheet des-
cribed above., This bank may also be used for making change, but a
player should announce to the other players when he; is: making
change so that he . can be checked by his opponents. (Alternatively
a combination banker and Gamesmaster could be used).

During each period each player should write out his orders and
put them on the table where the record sheet is., When candidates
are being put up, it is a good idea to require each player to clip
the necessary money for filing fees to the orders., At the end of
the period the orders should b° opened up one at a time and recorded
on the record sheet,

Befare the candidates are to be put up in an electidn, the
legislative Record sheets should be filled out by some player with
the others looking on, as in pp. 16=20, These should be kept in
clear view of the players to aid their negotiations concerning who
should put up candidates in what district.

After the candidates have been put up, the Election Sheets
should be prepared, filling in the left hand column and the little
numbers in the boxes that indicate the Legislative Record. Then
the election is conducted; the moves consist mostly of orders to
expend money in certain districts and again the proper amount of
money must be included with the order. (The moves may also include
voting instructions for certain blocs, according to 8.15),

About 15 minutes should be allowed for each period during a
session., The election will be more time-consuming. The players
may wish to agree that if more than, say, a half -hour has gone
by and no Government has been formed, the game should be abandoned.
Agreement should also be made concerning errors: errors not found
before the next move is made should stand, since otherwise players
would find making deliberate errors to their advantage.

Some rule should be agreed on to take care of the case when
an order requiring the expenditure of money does not have sufficient
money with it. It should NOT be left to the discretion of the
offending player how his moves should be changed. In this connec-
tion, see 8.k, ‘




PIAYING THE GAME BY MAIL

A Gamesmaster =- a non-player who knows the rules =-- is abso-
lutely essential for postal Parlement. He should set deadlines for
each move and report the results of each move promptly to the players.
It is suggested that between 10 days and two weeks be allowed for
each vote on a Budget or a bill, and that three weeks or more be
allowed for the pericd in which candidates are put up in an election,
since the latter can involve very complicated negotiations. The
second through fourth periods of the election will need less time.

Of course, no deadline, or a very long one, should be set for the
period of interregnum when a Government is being formed. The Games-
master should report the lack of progress to the players at inter-
vals during a protracted interregnum.,

There are two possible ways to handle currency transactions
in a game. One is to use play ' money as in the in-person game. The
major disadvantage of this is the tendency of players to lose or
nisplace their money over the long periods of time it takes to play
a mail game, If this method is tried the players should be warned
to obtain a file folder for currency and other matter connected with
the game. Gamesmasters who conduct more than one game should print
differing currency for their different gamesl

The other way to run the game is for the Gamesmaster to keep
accounts for each player. If the players wish to transfer money
among themselves, this can be done in one of two ways (the Gamsemaster
may wish to allow either one or both): (i) write a ™gamecheck"
and send it to the player, who then sends it to the Gamesmaster to
®cash®™ it, or (ii) send in an order to pay the other player the
amount specified, to be executed when the other moves are executed
(but to be kept secret from the other players). This method has
many disadvantages: (a) it is more work for the Gamesmaster;

(b) when a player receives a gamecheck he may not know whether there
are sufficient funds in the player's account to cover it -- this
provides an opportunity for doublecrossing that does not exist in
the in-person game; (¢) if the Gamesmaster is not prompt in cashing
gamechecks (i.e., confirming to the player receiving the check that
it was valid) midunderstandings can arise: in particular, if the
Gamesmaster is prompt with one player and not with another, favori-
tism is the result. In addition, method (ii) above provides an
opportunity for doublécrossing not in the in-person game.

It is safe to say that there is no way to handle currency
transections in the postal . game that is as satisfactory as play
money in the in-person game,

It is suggested that the Gamesmaster use the legislative
Record sheets and the Election Sheets illustrated herein to report
results of moves,.
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RULES FOR POSTAL PARIEMENT REVISED, May 22, 1969

1. All moves ars due midnight of the spscified deadline. However, the Gamesmaster will
acoccpt later chenged and revisions if he has not yet typed up the results.

2. Dsadlines will generally be set two weeks or more after the date the preceding moves
ars mailed out. Three wasks will be allowed during the first and third pericds of elec-
tions,

3. During interregne, that is, timea during which there is no Government, the Gamee-~
master will notify the players periodically of the progress or lack theraef in forming
Governments. The notification will specify the following, and only the following:
each attempted Government, listing only the partiss involved and which of the parties
signed it. The specifis offices toc b hsld will not be listed; nor will the Gameg-
megter announce who initioted the proposal,.

s, When a proposed Government has been signed by everyone involved, ths Gamssmaster
will allew five daye for any signer to back cut. When a player signs a proposed Covarm-
mant for ene of his factlons, and then later signs a differento proposal for the same
factien, th2 later signaturs hag the effect of cancellng the carldier onz., A playes

mey withdraw his ngmture from a propessd Government without having %o sign & new onzo.

‘;w When the Premier proposss & (overmucno pregiaw avoivang oills aor budgat itams undsr
another player'a control by 4.2, and that other player fails to approve the pmposal, af
one of those items, the Program is voted on with that item deieted. Ths Premicr's move
(proposal of the Program) msy not bs conditioned om other players® aesent; the assent
of a playsr may not be donditioned on the order the bills are to be voted on or on what
other bills are in the Program.

6o Other‘ than as provided for im Rulsz 7 and 8; a player's position is his oin and he
cannot be raplaced without his consent,

7. & pleyer who misses two moves in a r0® will be asked by the Gamecamaster if he wishes
to continue playing and %ill b3 asked %o reply within a reasonable deadlins., If the playsry
dosa not reply; tha Gamsemaster will replace him.

8, Five days before the candidate lists ars due in an clection, the Gamesmaster will
write thosa players who have not yst got their lists in reminding them of the deadlinme.

If the player’s list has not arrived by the deadline, the OGamssmaster will write him again,
asking him to send a list inmediately or be replaced. If the Gameanaster does not

receive a list within a weelk, he will be xeplaced. . '

9o A1l players must ssnd in 8tpamling oxders cn voting on bills, spacifying how sach of
their factions will vote on each bill and budget item. These orders will bs followed
if the playerm fails to get his vote in by the deadline.

10, The Gamesmaster will keep an account for each player., All payments, including those
to other players, ars trsated as moves and take place simultaneously at the end of the
pericd, Ab the end of each peried, the Gamesmaster will notify each player privately

of any changs in his account., Notificatiens will not bz made at any other tims,

11. To pey money %o anocther playar, a player must write an order to pay the other player
the amount in questicn, sign it, and eend it to the Gameamaster. The transfer to the
othsr player's account will be made at the end cf the period in which the Gamssnaster
ronsived the check (unless ths writer specifics a later period); the tranfer may nob

be made sooner.

l’?zo In balancmg a plsyer's books, promises to pay ancther player have higher priority
than other pasyments, If thers i3 insufficient money to pay all the promises, all ths
playars will be paid first (pmrat,ing if necessary), then othsr payments will be mde;,
again prorating or amlying 8.h if applieable.

~Charlss Wells





